
STANDARDS-BASED GRADING

 

What is SBG?

Standards-based grading (SBG) is a

system that focuses on learning and and

communicates how students are

performing on a set of clearly defined

learning targets. SBG is combined with

updated instructional practices to better

engage students as well as to foster a

positive learning environment.

What does SBG look like in the classroom?

G R A D E S  T H A T  S H O W  W H A T  S T U D E N T S  K N O W

THE BASICS
Traditionally teachers focus on teaching during instruction. In SBG,

the focus is on student learning in order to understand the

effectiveness of instruction. Also,instead of a single overall grade,

with SBG content is broken down into smaller “learning targets,” or

standards. 

 

The expectation is that students master each standard by the end of

the course. Throughout the term, student learning on each standard

is recorded. Teachers track student progress, give appropriate

feedback, and adapt instruction to meet student needs.

 

Traditional grading and SBG also use different grading scales. In

traditional grading, students are primarily measured by the

percentage of work successfully completed. The assumption is that

higher completion rates reflect greater mastery, which lead to

higher grades.

 

In SBG, grading is based on the level of mastery achieved by each

student on a particular standard. Students attempt standards-

aligned activities (projects, worksheets, quizzes, essays,

presentations, etc.). Teachers then assess student performance on

each activity using a standards-based grading scale.

SBG 4.0 GRADING SCALE

TRADITIONAL GRADING SCALE

Advanced Understanding of the Standard

Meets the Standard

Approaches the Standard

Does Not Meet the Standard

You add your own ideas and perspective into what you do. You
are confident and are able to apply the skills you have mastered.

You consistently meet the target proficiency level and are ready
to move on to the next level of proficiency.

You are able to complete simpler tasks associated with the
target, but need extra help to reach mastery.

You know what the target proficiency level is, but you are having
difficulty completing simple tasks and need help to get started.1
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